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Course design should instruct students how to

- IDENTIFY parts of an essay
- ANALYZEthe arguments and evidence
- COMMUNICATE the analysis

- UNDERSTAND the prompt

- PLAN how to write the essay
- WRITE the essay

- PRACTICE TIMED writing




What to Expect from the Essay Test

Source Material
Read and analyze passages

Prompt
Identify key words
Rewrite question as thesis

Scoring Rubrics

Identify criteria for essay

Sample Essays

Evaluate components of passing essays

AnprRnCal PeTrruTes rom Restanon®

EA8m | | @HiSET

Course Design




Find Text
Source Material

Test publisher’s practice materials
GED
HiSet

News Sources
Op/ Ed

In-depth articlesOnline Databases
Opposing Viewpoint in Context
CQ Researcher

Opposing Viewpoints in Context «&

Pro and con articles about controversial issues. 2
Includes topic overview, primary source
documents and statistics.

GE[D]

TESTING SERVICE"

Sample Extended Response Passages and
Prompts for Classroom Practice - RLA

Help your students get ready for the extended responses on the GED® test — Reasoning
Through Language Arts test by practicing with these sample prompts and source
materials in the classroom.

Fully answering an ER prompt often requires 4 to 7 paragraphs of 3 to 7 sentences
each - that can quickly add up to 300 to 500 words of writing! A response that is
significantly shorter could put your students in danger of scoring a 0 just for not shawing
enough of their writing skills.

Passage #1 - Are Tweens Ready for Cell Phones?

Extended Response Stimulus Materials:

Source Material #1
Speech: “Tweens" Are Ready for Cell Phones by Deborah Pendergast
“Safer Kids Summit’

Thank you for inviting me to the first “Safer Kids Summit.”" We are here to discuss ways
to keep our children safe in an increasingly complex world. Today's focus is on
technology— specifically on the ideal age to give kids their own cell phones. As a
representative of a large telecommunications company, | receive many inquiries from
parents on this topic, and this is what | tell them: It depends on the child, of course, but
in general, age 10 is just about right.

A 2012 survey by the National Consumers League backs me up. The survey found that
almost 60 percent of children ages 8 to 12 already have cell phones. These “tweens™
can contact their parents at any time, and vice versa, giving the kids a sense of
empowerment and their parents a feeling of security. Caroline Knor, of the group
Common Sense Media, says, "We want our kids to be independent, to be able to walk
home from school and play at the playground without us. We want them to have that
old-fashioned, fun experience of being on their own, and cell phones can help with that.”
Picture the following scenario: You told your fourth-grader that you would pick her up
after school, but you are stuck in traffic. She is waiting for you ...and waiting, and
waiting. But if you both have cell phones, you can call her to let her know you are
delayed, and she can go back inside the school, where there are adults around. You
both breathe a sigh of relief.
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Discussion

- What feedback do you have about the sources
mentioned, if you have used them?

- What other sources do you use when looking for

writing prompts?
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Identify the Parts of an Essay

’rCentraI Claim or
Main Argument

Reasons

(supporting claims) Counterargument

Refuting
Reason

Evidence Evidence Evidence




Constructed Response Format

RLA - Candidate Name

[¥] Answer Explanation

2

An Analysis of Daylight Saving Time

Twice a year, most Americans adjust their clocks before
bedtime to prepare for Daylight Saving Time (DST). Every
spring, clocks are moved ahead one hour. In the fall, they are
moved back one hour, and all to maximize the benefits of the
sun. DST was first implemented in the United States in 1918
to conserve resources for the war effort, though proponents
encouraged its adoption long before then. Benjamin Franklin,
for example, touted the idea of DST to citizens of France way
back in 17841

DST in America

For years following DST's U.S. debut, cities could choose if and 5

when they wanted to participate. However, by the 1960s, the
open choice resulted in various cities throughout the United
States using different times. These varying times created
confusion, particularly for entertainment and transportation
schedules. Imagine traveling across several states, each
adhering to its own little time zone!

In order to remedy the confusing situation, Congress
established a start and stop date for DST when it passed the
Uniform Time Act of 1966. Although this act helped clarify
when DST went into effect around the country, cities were not
required to use DST. To this day, parts of Arizona and all of
Hawaii, for example, do not use DST.

| Revie

£ Flag for Review

The article presents arguments from both
supporters and critics of Daylight Saving
Time who disagree about the practice’s
impact on energy consumption and safety.

In your response, analyze both positions
presented in the article to determine which
one is best supported. Use relevant and
specific evidence from the article to support
your response.

- Cut T Copy [@ Paste
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Quick Tip!
Practice
identifying the
parts of an essay
to build speed
and read
effectively

etV
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Read and Annotate the Text
sAIR

ASEERSCAS ITrTuTes rom Restamon®

What isit?

In other words, what is the text about? What point(s) is the
author(s) trying to express through the text?

Where isit?
Note the page and paragraph # to find it later.

Who says?

Whose and what ideas or theories is the writer using to make and
back up the argument?

So what?
What is important about the text?




Date:

Scaffolding:

Guide studentstoward
independent mastery:

Reason 1: & Reason 2:

Modeling
Annotating text
Taking notes
Identifying structures,
reasoning, evidence.

| Fact/Example: E I ~ Fact/Example:

Graphic Organizers
Collect citations N .
Organize ideas

Fact/Example: ™ Féct/Example:

Analysis Talk — -
Guided analysis
Think/ pair/ share i

@Creativewriting-prompts.com Persuasion Map 2 Reasons 2 Facts




Analyze Arguments and Evidence

Strong Arguments Are
Logical
Accurate

Identify faulty reasoning
Specific
Relevant

Directly support the claim

Quick Tip:
|dentify the
critical
thinking skills

Valid Evidence Is

Accurate

Is it from areliable source?
Is it unbiased?

Appropriate
Is it relevant?

Does it directly support the claim?

Adequate

Is there sufficient evidence to
support the claim?

required for

the_feSSaY- ﬂi




Discussion

- What critical thinking skills do you want your
studentsto employ?

- What scaffolding helps your students engage with the
text or prepare for the essay?




Plan for Essay Writing
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4) Placement of modifiers and commect word order .
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Use the essay
scoring rubric
to develop an
outline for
organizational
structure.
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GED RLA Extended Response Essay Format / HiSet Essay Format

L]

ol

Introduction
¥ identify the controversy.
= Briefly tell about both sides of the issue.
*  What is the argument in favor of the issue?
+ What is the argument oppased to the issue?
= Use the title and/or auther's name here.
»  Thesis statement
= Tell which passage has a stronger or better supported argument,
*  Answer the prompt.
»  This is your main argument and controlling idea.
»  Hi-Set only: Tell your opinion on the issue.

Body Paragraph 1
¥ Topic Sentence
= Tell how one article is not the better supported and why ( faulty logic or poor evidence}.
¥ Introduce the evidence.
= Cite the article and author to lead into the evidence.
= Quote or paraphrase from the article.
* |nclude examples of faulty logic or poor evidence,
¥ Explanation
*  Analyze the evidence: How was it inaccurate, inappropriate, or inadequate?
= Tell how the arguments used faulty logic.
Body Paragraph 2
» Topic Sentence
»  Tell why the other argument is better supported.
¥ Introduce the evidence
*  Cite the author and quote or paraphrase from the article,
*  |nclude examples of logical reasons or strong evidence.
¥ Explanation
= Analyze the evidence: How was it
= Tell how the used sound
Body Paragraph 3 [ Hi-Set only)
¥ Tell your reasons for your opinion on the issue.
» Support your reasons with examples, personal experience or observations,

ing or logic.,

‘Conclusion GED- Convince your reader and close your essay.
¥ Restate your thesis with stronger words.
¥ Restate the strongest points of your essay in a different way.




Guided Writing

Start with writing frames The argument in favor of the benefits of DST is not well-supported

Use notes from graphic organizer by because

Model writing

. In paragraph four, the author cites, “

Think/ pair/ share

Create class model essay using
This evidence is invalid because

student responses

. This argument would be

stronger if it included
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Activity

- Examine the writing prompt:

Analyze the arguments in favor of and opposed to hosting the Olympics in your
city. Write an essay in which you explain which argument is better supported
by sound reasoning and evidence.

- Create awriting frame to help students make athesis
statement that could answer the prompt.
- Share your ideas with us!




Guided Writing: Use Sentence Starters

Quick Tip! .
Students develop their
own vocabulary lists and
sentence starters by
working with sample

essays.

Introducing a piece of evidence:
The article citesresearch from...

The author includes statistics from...
The author quotes an expert who states that...

The example cites as evidence...

Analysis and Explanation of evidence:
This claim is supported by evidence that demonstrates...

The evidence is/ is not accurate/ valid credible/ unbiased...
The evidence is/ is not appropriate/ relevant because...
The evidence is/ is not adequate/ sufficient to prove...

The article uses faulty reasoning when it states...




Break essay into manageable parts

Specific peer feedback tasks

Vocabulary usage
Organization
Sentence structure/ usage

Instructor feedback
Use scoring rubric

Create timed test simulations

Build speed by adding time
limits as students gain

proficiency.
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